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The end of the 2017-2018 school year is fast 
approaching and is culminating with many events 
and activities.  The late winter caused the school 
year to conclude later than expected. The last day 
of school will be Monday, June 25, 2018. Dismissal 
will be at 1:00 p.m. for the entire district.  We are so 
proud of all of our students who have grown 
academically, socially and emotionally.  The 
students have been extremely focused on their 
work and are looking forward to the end of the 
school year.  The New Hartford Public Schools 
have initiated many new programs that focus on 
improving learning opportunities for students.  Our 
students have taken advantage of these new 
programs and are committed to excellence. We are 
truly blessed to work with your child, and our staff is 
committed to providing the best educational 
opportunities for every student in the district. 
 

 
Our curriculum initiatives for the 2017-2018 school 
year focused on science and math.  The district 
completed its first year of implementing new grade 
level science units.  The science units are part of 
the Next Generation Science Standards that were 
approved by the Connecticut State Department of 
Education.  These exciting new units revolve 
around inquiry based learning and problem solving. 
These student centered units have increased the 
interest of every learner. The science unit 
implementation will be completed in two years. 
Teachers are in the process of completing 
comprehensive professional development that  

 focuses on delivering the units with fidelity.  
 
One of the highlights of the school 
year was our “Math Night” for 
parents and students.  Several 
teachers modeled how students 
learn in a 21st century classroom. 
Parents observed how students 
learned new algorithims and how these applied 
skills will prepare them for high school and 
beyond.  Part of our district’s  professional 
development centered on incorporating the 
“workshop model” into math instruction.  Our 
teachers successfully individualized instruction by 
grouping students into small groups based on 
their proficiency levels. This best instructional 
practice allowed students to maximize their 
learning. There is an article about the “workshop” 
model in the ensuing pages. 
 

 
 
The district also implemented grade level math 
benchmark assessments for  the first time. 
Students at Antolini School completed these 
digital assessments at the beginning and end of 
the school year.  Teachers analyzed student data 
in Professional Learning Communities and 
monitored their progress over the course of the 
year. These assessments 
mirrored the standardized 
Smarter Balanced Assessments 
that are required for students to 
complete by the State of 
Connecticut in grades 3-8 each 
spring.  Students in grades K-2 
also completed grade level math 
benchmark assessments.  Teachers used these 
results to guide and inform their instruction. 

Follow us on Twitter  @newhtfd 
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Another highlight of the school year was the 
implementation of the Unified Sports Program 
at Antolini School.  Students with specialized 
needs competed with their peers during 
Physical Education classes. This cutting edge 
program allowed students the opportunity to 
learn from each other in a non-threatening 
environment.  There is an article on this 
innovative program in the newsletter.  As you can see the 2017-2018 school year 

was extremely successful.  Many of the new 
initiatives continued to improve the learning 
opportunities we offer to students.  We have 
the most dedicated, talented staff who are 
committed to seeing your child flourish. We 
would also like to thank the New Hartford 
Board of Education for their commitment to 
excellence for every student in the district. 
The success of the New Hartford Public 
School District is due to the collaboration of 
students, parents, and staff. We are proud to 
be given the responsibility of educating your 
child every day, and we will continue to do our 
best every day to meet the needs of your 
children. I hope you have a restful and safe 
summer!  

Sincerely, 
Brian Murphy 
Superintendent of Schools 

Follow us on Twitter  @newhtfd 
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Train like a ninja. 

When people think about what students are       
learning in elementary school, most frequently the       
main academic subjects come to mind—reading,      
writing, and math. Sometimes science and social       
studies are included in that list, too. In New         
Hartford, we are fortunate to incorporate music, art,        
world language, media, and physical education as       
part of our core programming. 

Just as with the academic subjects, these areas        
have national and state standards that identify the        
requirements for  
student learning.  
The standards  
are broader than   
those for the   
academic areas,  
which allows  
those teachers  
great latitude  
over how the content is implemented. This       
provides opportunities for exploring new ideas      
while still addressing the standards. 

One example of this is the newly implemented        
Ninja Warrior unit in physical education. With the        
recent popularity of American Ninja Warrior,      
parkour, and ninja training gyms, this was the        
perfect time for Ms. Marciano to engage her        
students in a unique approach to fitness. In the fall,          

Ms. Marciano worked to develop     
three different courses, each    
providing new and creative    
obstacles for students to try.  

Perhaps you noticed the ninja line      
strung across the gym. Each week,      
different equipment was included,    
but students always needed to use      
their upper body strength to make it       
across the line. Students also tried 

the cargo net and small climbing wall, which they         
will encounter again during the Project Adventure       
unit. Their core strength was tested when they        
used mushroom paddles to move across the floor        
while seated on scooters. 

Ninja training is popular    
because it works on    
multiple muscle groups,   
improving balance, agility,   

and strength. The courses    
challenged all students to    
push beyond their comfort    
zone. Ninja training is    
also incredibly fun and    

promotes good sportsmanship, something Ms.     
Marciano focuses on throughout the year. Cheers       
of support and encouragement could be heard       
down the hall as students made it across the ninja          
line for the first time.  

As you can see from the Connecticut Healthy and         
Balanced Living Curriculum Framework (next     
page), the Ninja Warrior unit     
addressed multiple health   
and physical education   
standards while providing a    
challenging experience for   
every child. 

The funding for this unit     
was possible thanks to a     
grant from the New Hartford     
Education Foundation. 

#newhtfd follow us on Twitter @AntoliniES 
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Connecticut Healthy and Balanced 
Living Curriculum Framework 
Comprehensive School Health 
Education 
Standard 1: Core Concepts 
Essential Question: What do I need to know to stay 
healthy? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will comprehend concepts 
related to health-promotion and disease prevention to 
enhance health. 

Standard 2: Accessing Health Information 
Essential Question: How and where do I find information 
and resources? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will demonstrate the 
ability to access valid health information and products 
and services to enhance health. 

Standard 3: Self-Management of Healthy Behaviors 
Essential Question: What can I do to avoid or reduce 
health risks? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will demonstrate the 
ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors to avoid 
and reduce health risks. 

Standard 4: Analyzing Internal/External Influences 
Essential Question: What influences my healthy 
behaviors and decisions? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will analyze the influence 
of family, peers, culture, media, technology and other 
factors on health. 

Standard 5: Communication Skills 
Essential Question: How can communication enhance 
my personal health? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will demonstrate the 
ability to use interpersonal communication skills to 
enhance health and avoid or reduce health risks. 

Standard 6: Decision-Making Skills 
Essential Question: How do I make good decisions to 
keep myself healthy? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will demonstrate the 
ability to use decision-making skills to enhance health. 

Standard 7: Goal-Setting Skills 
Essential Question: How do I use the goal-setting 
process to improve my health? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will use goal-setting skills 
to enhance health. 

Standard 8: Advocacy 
Essential Question: What can I do to promote accurate 
health information and healthy behaviors? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will demonstrate the 
ability to advocate for personal, family and community 
health. 

Comprehensive Physical Education 
Standard 9: Motor Skill Performance 
Essential Question: What different ways can the body 
move given a specific purpose? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will demonstrate 
competency in motor skills and movement patterns 
needed to perform a variety of physical activities. 

Standard 10: Applying Concepts and Strategies 
Essential Question: How can I move effectively and 
efficiently? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will demonstrate 
understanding of movement concepts, principles, 
strategies and tactics as they apply to the learning and 
performance of physical activities. 

Standard 11: Engaging in Physical Activity 
Essential Question: What can I do to be physically 
active, and why is this important? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will participate regularly 
in physical activity. 

Standard 12: Physical Fitness 
Essential Question: Why is it important to be physically 
fit and how can I stay fit? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will incorporate fitness 
and wellness concepts to achieve and maintain a 
health-enhancing level of physical fitness. 

Standard 13: Responsible Behavior 
Essential Question: How do I interact with others during 
physical activity? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will exhibit responsible 
personal and social behavior that respects self and 
others in physical activity settings. 

Standard 14: Benefits of Physical Activity 
Essential Question: How will physical activity help me 
now and in the future? 
Curricular Outcome: Students will choose physical 
activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, 
self-expression and/or social interaction to sustain a 
physically active lifestyle. 

#newhtfd follow us on Twitter @AntoliniES 
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Math Workshop 

The K-5 teachers are using the Math Workshop 
model to make math time engaging, dynamic and 
empowering for our students.  The workshop model 
allows teachers to combine instructional best 
practices in a student-centered environment.   Using 
this model, students’ curiosity is peaked as they 

explore learning 
through hands-on 
activities.  Following 
whole group 
instruction, students 
actively engage in 
exploring math 
concepts and skills in 
a variety of stations. 
Teachers have 
worked closely with 
Dr. Christine 
Moynihan during 

professional development this year, to assess 
student work formatively in order to create strategy 
groups within the workshop.  The “Work with 
Teacher” station of the workshop allows teachers to 
address the specific and diverse needs of each 
student.  Groupings are fluid and differentiated to 
engage and support all learners.  

Our math program, Investigations 3, embeds Math 
Workshop in it’s lessons and provides teachers with 
a variety of games to support student learning. 
Game stations are a critical component to the 
workshop.  Teachers select a rotation of math games 
that directly support the content of each unit.  Games 
are also chosen to practice or review previously 
learned math skills.  

This allows students to practice skills throughout the 
year, supporting the spiraling nature of Investigations 
3 and good learning habits. 
It is through games that 
students can engage in 
productive discussions about 
math concepts and their 
thinking. Teachers help 
students to use accountable 
talk strategies to 
independently prove their 
reasoning as well as ask for 
clarification from others. 
Students are given a choice 
in games, materials, and manipulatives, promoting 
autonomy in learning.  

Math Workshop maximizes time on task for students. 
Students are free to choose their next activity after 
completing the independent work for the day or 
finishing a game.  Students work the whole time on 

purposeful and 
meaningful activities. 
Routines are in place 
and students enjoy the 
independence in learning 
that workshop provides. 
The class gathers on the 
rug at the end of 
workshop to debrief, 
share their learning and 
make connections in 
math.  The Math 
Workshop model 

cultivates mathematical ownership and conceptual 
understanding for all students.  In the meantime, our 
students just think they are having mathematical fun! 

follow us on Twitter @newhtfd 

5

5



New Hartford Public Schools Newsletter

Student Services 
Director Notes: Barbara McLean 

June 2018 

Unified Sports 

Over one million people 
worldwide participate in Unified 
Sports Programs. New Hartford 
Public Schools is proud to be 
involved in Unified Sports 
through the Connecticut 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference (CIAC). 

Unified Sports works in collaboration with Special 
Olympics. The principle of the program is that 
“training together and playing together is a quick 
path to friendship and understanding.” In a 
non-competitive setting, our Unified Sports Program 
helps to create opportunities for success through 
inclusion in team sports.  By having sports in 
common we are able to break down misconceptions 
and build acceptance and understanding. 

Unified Sports partner’s students of a similar age, 
one with a mental/physical challenge and one 
without. Athletes are paired with a partner that 
serves as a one on one coach during the activity. 
The Partners job is to model the athletic skill and 
encourage their athlete throughout the activity. 

At Antolini, not only are we partnering with our 
own athletes, but we are also including our friends 
in the Oak Hill Program. We are a truly setting the 
foundation for community and acceptance one 
student at a time! 

follow us on Twitter @newhtfd 
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Art Show 2018 
It has been 
another amazing 
year in art for the 
New Hartford 
students. The Art 
Program has 
been cultivated 
across the 
grades, facilitating even more dynamic and exciting 
projects that were seen on display at the show and 
at home in your student’s work. Students learned 
about a variety of art disciplines, artists, and 
techniques, as well as interdisciplinary connections 
between subjects. They examined a breadth of 
work that spanned across ancient cultures around 
the world, such as the traditional Japanese sumi-e 
style painting as seen in the third grade accordion 
books. Students also learned about modern works 
that challenge our perception and definition of art. 
At the show visitors enjoyed sixth grade 
architectural houses that combined students’ 
imaginations and studies on minimalism, a topic 
they also learned about in music. 

While in the art room, students are introduced to the 
wonderful world of art, and are encouraged to use 
their own inspiration and ideas to create amazing 
work throughout the year. The projects are very 
hands on and contain as much student choice as 
possible, such as the fifth grade still lifes. Students 
experimented with shading techniques to make 
objects appear three dimensional, and then 
observed the still life setups of their choice to create 
unique works. All students used various media such 
as paint, clay, glue, collaged paper, chalk pastels, 
recycled materials, and the list goes on and on. 
This year’s Art Show featured work from all 
students in grades PreK-6. Volunteers and I worked 

tirelessly to mount, tag, and set up the pieces that 
filled the multipurpose room. Students at Antolini  
School participated in selecting their own artworks 
for the show. They based their choices on their 
best and most meaningful pieces, which 
strengthened their understanding of and 
experience in how Artwork is exhibited. There 
were two projects displayed from each student; 
this has been the most unique Art Show yet. 
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Our students have been engaged in STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) 
activities at all levels throughout the school year in 
the Library Media Center.  In many cases, students 
are given a design challenge and asked to solve a 
specific problem. STEAM allows students to 
develop processing skills such as making 
observations, hypothesizing, and critical thinking. 
Even at a young age, a student can begin to 
develop the math, technology, and science 
concepts that will act as a foundation for his/her 
future education and perhaps a potential career in 
a related field.  Students are encouraged to 
explore, examine, predict, and improve using the 
Engineering Design Concept.  Students create a 
design for their project, test their plan, have the 
opportunity to make changes, participate in final 
class testing, and discuss their hurdles and 
successes.  STEAM allows students to ask 
questions, find solutions, develop strengths, 
acknowledge failures, and create a safe 
environment in which to play and learn.  

This year, we incorporated coding by using Tynker 
on the Chromebooks within many of our classroom 
levels.  All students have participated in the Hour 
of Code during a week long event in December. 

Now students can actively engage in coding with 
planning lessons developed at different age levels 
using Tynker activities.  Coding specifically 
addresses a new form of literacy that exists in our 
world today, computing by reading and writing 
basic code.  Tynker allows students the 
opportunity to perform skills teaching their 
character to move through a series of exercises 
that enhance problem solving and computational 
thinking skills.  If they are not effective, students 
are encouraged to “debug” their own code and 
examine the steps that they are asking their 
character to perform.  Students are engaged and 
challenged from the start.  

Our successes can be seen in our students 
themselves.  At the end of our projects, we often 
discuss what changes can and should be made 
for the project to be attempted again with future 
classes.  The students are insightful and 
enthusiastic about the challenges.  They often 
strive to make their challenges harder than 
originally planned.  
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On April 25th, parents were invited to participate in 
many of the STEAM activities accomplished by our 
students this year.  Student moderators ran the 
stations and assisted parents in experiencing 
shortened versions of the expected projects. 
Parents were able to use Tynker to experience the 
coding lessons as well as to following the 
Engineering Design Process to create catapults, 
bridges, and houses.  We hope to make this an 
annual event as STEAM continues to thrive in New 
Hartford.  

Twitter 

With the help of social media 
outlets such as Twitter, our teachers and 
administrators connect positively with other 
educators, students and parents. 

Mrs. Pfeffer @karenpf02 

Visit our District Twitter Feed on the NHPS 
home page at https://www.newhtfd.org 

Please contact your child’s classroom teacher for 
individual teacher accounts. 
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